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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Case Farms Awards 2025 J. Leroy Cook Memorial Scholarships
Seventeen students will receive post-secondary education scholarships from poultry processor

Troutman, N.C. (June 12, 2025) – Case Farms, a fully integrated poultry farming and processing group, has awarded more than $53,500 in scholarships this year to 17 children of Case Farms’ employees and growers through the J. Leroy Cook Memorial Scholarship Program. To date, Case Farms has awarded more than $367,500 in college scholarships to more than 120 children of its employees and growers.

Established in 2006 by Case Farms founder Thomas Shelton, the memorial scholarship encourages pursuit of a post-secondary education and recognizes each student’s dedication to academic success and community involvement. The award honors long-time Case Farms employee J. Leroy Cook, a former Senior Vice President of Operations at the company. Through the program, awards are made on behalf of each student to their respective college or university.

“We are honored to provide scholarships to these outstanding young individuals who are part of the Case Farms family so that they may pursue their educational goals and help them become future leaders and positive role models in their communities,” said Mike Popowycz, Vice Chairman and CEO of Case Farms. 

The recipients of the 2025 J. Leroy Cook Memorial Scholarship are:

· Desirae Allen is the daughter of James Allen, a Grower at Allen Way Farms for Case Farms in Ohio. Desirae is attending Pen Western University where she is pursuing a degree in Speech Pathology.  

· Vada Allen is the daughter of James Allen, a Grower at Allen Way Farms for Case Farms in Ohio. Vada is attending Pen State New Kensington where she is pursuing a degree in Radiology. 

· Daniel Avila-Calderon is the son of Rigoberto Avila, a team member from the Goldsboro, North Carolina Feed Mill. Daniel is attending N.C. State University where he is pursuing a degree in Computer Engineering.

· Jonathan Avila-Calderon is the son of Rigoberto Avila, a team member from the Goldsboro, North Carolina Feed Mill. Jonathan is attending East Carolina University where he is pursuing a degree in Engineering with a concentration in Mechanical & Electrical.

· Maritza Cisneros Estrada is the daughter of Jesus and Fulvia Estrada, a Grower at Estrada Farm for the Morganton, North Carolina facility. Maritza is attending Rice University where she is pursuing a degree in Chemical Engineering.

· Sierra Davenport is the daughter of James Davenport, a team member from the Morganton, North Carolina facility. Sierra is attending University of North Carolina at Greensboro where she is pursuing a degree as an Athletic Trainer. 


· Tori Davis is the daughter of Jeffrey Davis, a Grower at Chicken Coop for the Morganton, North Carolina facility. Tori is attending East Carolina University and pursuing a degree in Speech and Hearing Science.

· Avery Heskett is the son of Eric Heskett, a Veterinarian at Case Farms in Olin, North Carolina. Avery is attending N.C. State University where he is pursuing a degree in Agricultural Business Management. 

· Arthur Hollenback is the son of Mamie Hollenback, a Grower at 2 Chicks, LLC for the Ohio operations. Arthur is attending Hocking College where he is pursuing a degree in Heavy Machine Operations. 

· Sara ‘Kate’ Honeycutt is the daughter of Nathanial Honeycutt, a Grower at N&L Farming for the Goldsboro facility. Kate is attending Campbell University where she is pursuing a degree in Special Education. 

· Jocelyn Hunter is the daughter of Jill Hunter, a team member from the Troutman, North Carolina office. Jocelyn is attending Queens University of Charlotte where she is pursuing a degree in Multimedia Storytelling.

· Tushar Joshi is the son of Neeraz Joshi, a team member from the Morganton, North Carolina facility. Tushar is attending the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he is pursuing a degree in Neuroscience. 

· Cora Lee is the daughter of James Lee, a Grower at Flying Pig Farm for the Morganton, North Carolina facility. Cora is attending Cleveland Community College where she is pursuing a degree in Animal Science. 

· Jacob Lynch is the son of John Lynch, a Grower at Nubbin Hill for the Morganton, North Carolina facility. Jacob is attending N.C. State University where he is pursuing a degree in Agronomy. 

· Sarene Roland is the daughter of Steve Roland, a team member from the Troutman, North Carolina office. Sarene is attending Western Piedmont College where she is pursuing a degree in Fine Arts/Teacher Preparation Program. 

· Belle Westbrook is the daughter of Bryson Westbrook, a Grower at 4B Poultry for the Morganton, North Carolina facility. Belle is attending Oklahoma State University where she is pursuing a degree in Agriculture Communications. 

· Qizheng Xie is the son of Ningzhang Xie, a team member from the Morganton, North Carolina facility. Qizheng is attending Columbia University and pursuing a degree in Electrical Engineering.




Scholarship recipients underwent a competitive process, completing a detailed questionnaire that was evaluated by a scholarship committee of independent professionals outside of Case Farms.

About Case Farms: 
Founded in 1986, Case Farms is a fully integrated poultry farming and processing group of dedicated individuals that work together to produce consistent, quality poultry products. Its driving purpose is to deliver superior products and service to every customer, every time. Case Farms processes 4.0 million birds per week, has over 3,700 dedicated team members, and produces in excess of 1.1 billion pounds of fresh, partially cooked, and frozen-for-export poultry products per year. The company has operations or offices in Ohio and North Carolina. For more information on Case Farms, visit www.casefarms.com.
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